Percutaneous automated biopsy in the diagnosis of primary infectious spondylitis.
Three cases of primary infectious spondylitis, two caused by Staphylococcus aureus and one by tuberculosis, were diagnosed using the method previously described for automated percutaneous discectomy. All three patients, in whom biopsy using fine needle techniques previously was unsuccessful, had positive cultures from specimens obtained using the automated method. The method combines the advantages of local anesthesia and minimal morbidity with the obtaining of adequate material for culture and pathological examination.